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Akeena Solar Converts Silver Mountain Vineyards to 100 Percent Solar Energy
Innovative Triple Green Project Utilizes Award-winning Solar Panels to Support Sustainable 

Practices at Organic Vineyard 

SANTA CRUZ, Calif. – (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) – July 1, 2009 – Akeena Solar, Inc. (NASDAQ: AKNS), a 
leading national installer and distributor of solar power systems, today announced the installation of its 
award winning Andalay solar panel system at Silver Mountain Vineyards, a certified organic vineyard 
and winery nestled in the Santa Cruz Mountains in Northern California. 

The 46kw system incorporates 264 Andalay solar panels and will generate 100 percent of the winery's 
electricity needs.  The panels, which are situated on a newly built 6,000 square foot roof, serve as an 
integral part of Silver Mountain’s “Triple Green Project,” an innovative multi-use project designed to 
curb the winery’s electricity and water use. The roof will shade the winery and reduce refrigeration 
requirements as well as contribute to a new rainwater collection system and fully support the energy 
requirements of the winery operations, office and residence. 

“With nearly a decade of successful solar installations within the wine industry, we were able to provide 
real world expertise to meet the unique needs of Silver Mountain Vineyards,” said Chuck Chagrin, 
Akeena Solar vice president for commercial sales.  “With our sleek and high performing Andalay 
system, we were able to achieve Silver Mountain’s goal of being entirely solar-powered while 
preserving the expansive views across the mountains that its visitors enjoy.”

The vineyard has been certified organic by the California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF) since 
1991, and was farmed organically since its inception in 1978. 

“Silver Mountain was built with a fundamental concern for the environment and has always been a 
proponent of sustainable and organic practices for viticulture and other food sources,” said Jerold 
O'Brien, owner of Silver Mountain Vineyards. “Using solar electricity is a natural extension of our 
sustainable value and the cost savings make sound business sense.   Akeena’s experience in providing 
solar to the wine industry made the company a natural choice to help us convert to 100 percent clean, 
renewable electricity.”  

The completion of Silver Mountain Vineyards' solar installation adds to Akeena Solar’s growing roster of 
more than 20 wineries, vineyards and natural resource companies that Akeena has helped go solar. 
With more than 1.4 megawatts of solar installed, Akeena Solar further solidified its position as the 
leading Northern California solar installer dedicated to assisting eco-conscious businesses meet their 
environmental and bottom line business goals . 

###

About Akeena Solar, Inc - change.
Founded in 2001, Akeena Solar's philosophy is simple: We believe producing clean electricity directly from the 
sun is the right thing to do for our environment and economy. Akeena Solar has grown to become one of the 
largest national installers of residential and commercial solar power systems in the United States.  The company’s 
new integrated solar panel system, Andalay, is the only solar panel system with integrated racking, wiring and 
grounding.  Andalay panels offer unprecedented reliability, performance and aesthetics.  For more information, 
visit Akeena Solar's website at www.akeena.com.  

About Silver Mountain Vineyards 
Silver Mountain is celebrating its 30 year anniversary producing handcrafted premium  wines from its mountaintop 

http://www.akeena.com/


winery in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Silver Mountain is a strong proponent of organic and sustainable practices, 
uses winegrapes from sustainable vineyards, and grows exclusively organically in its estate vineyards. Silver 
Mountain is known for its Chardonnay, Pinot Noirs, and its Bordeaux blend, called 'Alloy'. Handcrafted with a 
passion for quality, Silver Mountain's wines possess exquisite, complex flavors that are delicious now and also 
benefit from aging. Silver Mountain is located between Los Gatos and Soquel, California; PO Box 3636, Santa 
Cruz Mountains, CA 95063; 408-353-2278; info@silvermtn.com; www.silvermtn.com.
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